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pretended that he had discovered many veins of gold in the
Pyrenees, assistance was given him in order that he might
"bring these treasures to light. He declared that with eighteen
hundred workmen he would furnish a million (francs' worth of
gold) each week. Fifty-two millions a-year would have been
a fine increase of revenue. However, after waiting some little
time, no gold was forthcoming, and the money that had been
spent to assist this enterprise was found to be pure loss.

The difficulty of finding money to carry on the affairs of the
nation continued to grow so irksome that Chamillart, who had
both the finance and the war departments under his control,
was unable to stand against the increased trouble and vexation
which this state of things brought him. More than once he
had represented that this double work was too much for him.
But the King had in former times expressed so much annoyance
from the troubles that arose between the finance and war de-
partments, that he would not separate them, after having once
joined them together. At last, Chamillart could bear up
against his heavy load no longer. The vapours seized him: he
had attacks of giddiness in the head; his digestion was ob-
structed ; he grew thin as a lath. He wrote again to the King,
begging to be released from his duties, and frankly stated that,
in the state he was, if some relief was not afforded him, every-
thing would go wrong and perish. He always left a large
margin to his.letters, and upon this the King generally wrote
his reply. Chamillart showed me this letter when it came back
to him, and I saw upon it with great surprise, in the hand-
writing of the King, this short note: " Well! let us perish
together."

The necessity for money had now become so great, that all
sorts of means were adopted to obtain it. Amongst other
things, a tax was established upon baptisms and marriages.
This tax was extremely onerous and odious. The result of it
was a strange confusion. Poor people, and many of humble
means, baptised their children themselves, without carrying
them to the church, and were married at home by reciprocal
consent and before witnesses, when they could find no priest